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QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
Queen had the happiness of hearing that the operation was over, and the patient " as well after it as could be wished. . . . It would be hard for you to guess," she writes next day to Mar, " and much harder for me to express all that my heart felt in reading of the letter, all that we have now to do is to give God thanks. . . .
" The King's illness has been so public in Paris ever since the surgeon left it ... that I writt last night to the Marshal de Villeroy, and sent him Guerin's original note. . . ."
LORD STAIR TO SECRETARY METHUEN.
" PARIS, 28th October 1716.
"... Yesterday . . . the Regent told me the Pretender had been cutt on the 2ist and was in no danger, that the Queen at Chaillot had sent him the account she had of it. I told H.R.H. that I heard that operation was but a pretext for the Pretender's staying all the winter at Avignon, that the Jacobites said the Pretender was resolved not to leave that place, but by force ; and that very considerable people in France declared it was their opinion the Regent would not come to that extremity with the Pope. . . . The Regent answered me . . . that what he did was for the good of France , . . that his own particular interest was so closely linked with the King of Britain's . . . that I might depend upon it the Pretender should be gone from Avignon in .six weeks sick or well. ..."
QUEEN MARY BEATRICE TO THE DUKE OF MAR.
" CHATLLOT, 5 November 1716.
" . . . I am in a great hurry to-day, going to St. Germains much against my will, but reason must take place since everybody thinks that it will prejudice my health if I stay here in winter. . . . Now that I begin to be at ease for the ninth day [since her son's operation] being past, I hope in God all danger is over. . . . "
No sooner had the treaty between England, Holland and France become public property, than a retirement took place in the attitude of the Emperor of Austria towards James Stuart That hapless prince appears as an instrument or a
490rken to it. ...
